
Minutes 

West Fairlee Selectboard Meeting 

Monday October 15, 2012 
 

Present: Beverly Ash, Cory Austin, Fred Cook, Delsie Hoyt 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6pm 

 

Minutes:  Austin moved to approve the minutes of  October 1, 2012 regular selectboard meeting 

as presented; Cook seconded; and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Visitors:  Wayne Southworth appeared before the Board to express concern regarding a missing 

sign on Back St..  He recalled that there had been a Yield or Stop sign at the foot of Roberts Rd. 

prior to Tropical Storm Irene.  Hoyt had already included the sign in a recent order. 

 

Roads: 

Marsh Hill Bridge project is completed except for guardrails which are being installed by a sub-

contractor. 

 

Dave Antone of Vermont Local Roads (VLR) and their contracted engineer, Andy Legg, will 

begin a site visit of West Fairlee  roads on Wednesday.  VLR will provide a report of their 

findings including recommendations for best utilization of the upcoming Class II road grant and 

long term capital planning and prioritization for highway repairs. 

 

Hoyt reported that the application timeline for the Better Back Roads Grant program has been 

delayed.  Criteria for the grant is being revised and a new application schedule has not been 

issued.   

 

Old Business: 

Insurance coverage:  Following review of the Town’s liability and casualty insurance coverage at 

the last meeting, Hoyt researched the method used by VLCT/PACIF to determine the value of 

the Community Building since no information was on file.  In 2009 PACIF hired an outside 

appraiser to assess municipal buildings across the State; the premium is based on a guaranteed 

replacement cost of the current building.  Without a specific alternative plan for Town Offices, 

the Town cannot request a premium based on the functional replacement cost e.g. a smaller 

building, and the savings would be minimal.  A copy of the assessment has been requested. 

 

Budget Committee:  Bonnie Cray and Jonathan Blake have expressed interest in continuing to 

serve on the Budget Committee.  Ash moved to appoint Cray and Blake to one year terms on the 

Budget Committee; Austin seconded; and the motion passed unanimously.  Additional residents 

are being sought to serve on the Committee. 

 

Delinquent Dogs:  Ash reported that a few owners had still not registered their dogs, and these 

have been turned over to the Orange County Sheriff’s Department (OCSD) and will be served 

VT Judicial Board tickets.  Hoyt has sent a certified copy of the Town’s dog ordinance to OCSD 

as requested. 



 

New Business 

Snow Shoveling:  Hoyt will contact Leon Adams regarding his continuing to provide snow 

shoveling and sanding services this winter around the Community Building.  She noted that Mr. 

Adams has been extremely reliable, prompt, and thorough in assuring that the Building’s 

walkways are kept clear of snow and ice. 

 

Dog bite report: As required by Statute, Cottage Hospital called to report a dog bite treated in 

their emergency room.  The incident involved a dog biting a family member, but the hospital is 

still compelled to report it to the Town. 

 

Upper Valley Ambulance 2013 appropriation request:  The appropriation request from Upper 

Valley Ambulance will increase significantly in 2013.  It is the Town’s policy that organizations 

requesting increases in appropriations are required to submit a petition signed by at least 35 

residents registered to vote in the Town of West Fairlee.  Hoyt pointed out the ambulance was an 

essential service which many Town’s include automatically.  Ash moved to uphold the policy 

and request that UVA submit a petition; Cook seconded;  Ash, Cook, and Hoyt voted for the 

motion; Austin abstained citing the working relationship between the West Fairlee Volunteer 

Fire Department/Rescue and UVA. 

 

Other Business:  Ash reported that the Creative Spirit Daycare is again looking to relocate to 

Thetford.  The Thetford Selectboard supported a grant application for the business’ move. 

 

Sign Orders:  Ash moved that the Selectboard sign the orders; Cook seconded and the motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

There being no further business, Ash moved that the meeting adjourn at 6:50 pm; Austin 

seconded; the motion carried unanimously. 


